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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: AEMR 

SUBJECT: EPMG CONTINUES TO WITHHOLD ASSURANCES ON DEPENDENT TRAVEL 

1 . BELAINESH FRANZ, WIFE OF ERNEST FRANZ CISCO EMPLOYEE HAS STILL 
NOT BEEN GRANTED ASSURANCE THAT SHE WILL BE PERMITTED TO ACCOM- 
PANY HER HUSBAND ON APRIL 29 AIRLIFT. SHE IS EFFECTIVELY BEING HELD 
HOSTAGE BY THE HOST GOVERNMENT WHILE ATTEMPTING TO PLACE THE 
BURDEN ON THE USG. 

2. EPMG CONTENDS THAT AS MARRIAGE OCCURRED APRIL 26, AFTER 
EPMG ORDER FOR KAGNEW TO CLOSE, IT CONSTITUTES AN ILLEGAL OR 
IRREGULAR EXPATRIATION OF AN ETHIOPIAN CITIZEN. NO ONE CONTENDS 
THAT THE MARRIAGE IS NOT LEGAL BOTH UNDER LOCAL LAW AND AS REC- 
OGNIZED IN THE U.S., IT APPEARS SIMPLY TO BE A POWER PLAY ON PART 
OF LOCAL EPMG OFFICIALS TO IMPOSE THEIR WILL ON US. 

3. KEY PLAYER IN THIS NERVE-WRACKING CAT AND MOUSE GAME IS 
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MENGESHA, CHAIRMAN OF THE EPMG COMMITTEE ON CLOSEOUT OF KAGNEW 
AND ASMARA CONSULATES. AFTER PROMISING DEFINITIVE ANSWER AT 1930 
LOCAL, HE FAILED TO CALL. HE WAS FINALLY PRODDED TO CALL AT 2125 
AT WHICH TIME HE REFUSED TO GRANT ASSURANCE THAT MRS. FRANZ WOULD 
BE ABLE TO LEAVE ON APRIL 29 AIRLIFT. HE SAID SHE MAY LEAVE 
ETHIOPIA, BUT SHE MUST COMPLETE NORMAL FORMALITIES REQUIRED OF 
RESIDENTS WHICH USUALLY TAKE 3 TO 5 DAYS. 
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4. A LATER CONTACT WITH ABRAHAM OF THE LOCAL MOFA DID NOT PRODUCE 
ANY HARD ASSURANCES, BUT HE SAID "AS A FRIEND, DO NOT WORRY". 

I HAVE GIVEN FRANZ AN EXACT TIMETABLE TO FOLLOW AND HE WILL COME 
TO THE AIRPORT EVEN IF ALL FORMALITIES HAVE NOT BEEN COMPLETED. 

5. 1 CONSIDER THIS ENTIRE EPISODE A REFLECTION OF THE INNATE 
HOSTILITY WHICH CERTAIN ELEMENTS OF THE EPMG HARBOR AGAINST THE USG. 
I WILL EMPLOY EVERY POSSIBLE RESOURCE AT MY DISPOSAL TO HAVE MRS. 
FRANZ ACCOMPANY HER HUSBAND FROM ASMARA. 

WAUCHOPE 
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